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might so establish himself in the kingdom that
the Assyrians could never hope to dislodge him
again. But Sargon builded very wisely in this,
for there were more causes for discontent in Baby-
lonia than of satisfaction, and Merodach-baladaii
was much more likely to ruin his prospects of a
peaceable reign than to improve them. His status
was peculiar and dangerous. He never could have
conquered Babylon in the sole reliance upon his
own Chaldean forces, but was compelled to utilize
not only Elamite but also Aramoean allies, the lat-
ter being the same half-nomad tribes which had
been a disturbing factor in former times. So long
as he was threatened by Assyrian armies Merodach.
baladan was able to hold together these ill-as-
sorted followers; self-preservation against a com-
mon enemy who might blot them out one at a time
made them cautious. But as soon as all danger
from Assyria was withdrawn by Sargon's occupa-
tion in other quarters these Elamites and Aramu)-
ans began to clamor for a share in the spoil of
Babylonia. They had not ventured all in the
service of Merodach-baladan without a well-
founded hope of participation in the wealth which
the centuries had heaped up, Merodach-baladan
was not to be suffered to wear the title of king of
Babylon while his followers, who had suffered that
he might win it, lay in poverty. It would be im-
possible to satisfy these men with anything short
of a license for free plunder, and this could not be
given without the ruining of the land over which